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Government calls for expanded peace process 
 

 

Peace negotiators meet in Yangon on February 20 (Photo-Aung Zaw Tun) 

The government's Union Peacemaking Working Committee will try to encourage more ethnic 
armed groups to join the peace process, according to vice chairman Aung Min. 

He told representatives of the government, Parliament, army, armed groups and political parties 
at the Myanmar Peace Centre in Yangon that work was needed on the peace process. 

“We know that the groups which signed the ceasefire are trying to persuade other groups to 
participate. We will try to negotiate with them in Chiang Mai. The time is good for them to 
participate in the political process. The government has good intentions. I will continue to help 
the peace process wherever I can. We need to go together to reach our goal,” said the minister. 

Eight groups and the government signed the ceasefire last October, leading to the Union Peace 
Conference, which was held in Nay Pyi Taw last month. 

Non-signatories include the Kachin Independence Army, Karenni National Progressive Party, 
New Mon State Party, Shan State Progressive Party, Ta’ang National Liberation Army, 
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, Arakan Army, Lahu Democratic Union, Wa 
National Organisation, Arakan National Council, United Wa State Army and Nationalist Socialist 
Council of Nagaland. 
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General Secretary Pado Saw Kwe Htoo Win of the Karen National Union said he hoped the new 
government would work to expand the peace process. 

The United Nationalities Federation Council, comprised of nine non-signatories, is currently 
meeting in Chiang Mai. 

The UNFC resolved to make peace with Nay Pyi Taw all together or not at all. It organised a 
negotiation team in December. It was ready to hold discussions with any government, said Joint 
General Secretary Tun Zaw. 
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